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THE PROPOSED DUAL MEMBERSHIP 

By E. L. Nichols 

The proposal to have two classes of members in Sigma Xi has 
been before the Society for several years and is now likely to be 
decided in the near future. 

The diversity of practice is at present very great. Certain 
chapters have gone so far as to limit their activities entirely to the 
graduate school and the teaching force while others, adhering to 
the ideals of the founders, find the greatest usefulness of the Society 
in aflfording recognition of the promise of future achievement on 
the part of members of graduating classes. 

Obviously the bestowal of the key in the case of seniors who 
have shown unusual aptitude in their undergraduate work means 
something quite different from the conferring of the same honor 
upon young investigators who by success in research have demon- 
strated their right to be enrolled in the lists of science. 

The proportion of those who, by their subsequent career, are 
to justify the judgment of those who elected them to membership 
will undoubtedly be greater in the latter case but the proportion, 
even then, of those destined to a permanent place among men of 
science of recognized achievement, will inevitably be so small that 
the advantages, on that account, of postponing election until graduate 
work is nearing completion do not appeal to me as of great import- 
ance. 

It is clearly desirable, however, to distinguish between those 
elected to Sigma Xi on the basis of original work of recognized 
value and the usual undergraduate elected as showing promise of 
scientific attainment. This becomes possible through the plan of 
associate and full membership and it would seem to do away with 
the danger, ever increasing under our present system, of drifting 
away from the original purpose for which the society was founded. 

It has been felt by some that the undergraduate honor would 
suffer by the change, but I am convinced this would not be the case. 
On the contrary, it may be confidently expected that election as a 
senior to associate membership in a society of investigators, the 
qualification for full membership in which consists in the actual per- 
formance of original work and proven ability in research, will prove 
a powerful stimulus to many to go on to more advanced study. The 
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undergraduate election should be interpreted as an expression on 
the part of those competent to judge of the possession of qualities 
which would warrant the student in devoting himself to scientific 
investigation and would be a deciding factor in many doubtful cases. 

The tendency to insist upon more and more rigorous interpre- 
tation of the qualifications for membership is so admirable a feature 
of our evolution that it is doubtless destined to prevail until, if our 
present system continues, Sigma Xi beco,mes a graduate society pure 
and simple. It should be a graduate society of very high standards, 
but there is no reason why it should not likewise reach down. The 
proposed change will make it possible to reach down and to extend 
upwards at the same time. 

Associate membership will indeed make it possible to extend 
greatly the usefulness and influence of the society by enabling us 
to recognize and encourage students of exceptional ability and 
promise at an earlier stage than we now feel justified in doing. It 
should also make it possible to extend the benefits of the society to 
many institutions where there is opportunity for usefulness in the 
undergraduate field but where graduate work of a serious character 
is as yet comparatively undeveloped. 

At present the society hesitates to grant a chapter, with the 
feeling, doubtless in many cases fully justified, that such chapters 
would not for many years be on a par with those in institutions where 
large and increasing attention is being given to advanced work of 
the highest character. Under the proposed system this difficulty 
disappears and chapters which may be founded today with the 
understanding that their work will be chiefly with undergraduates 
may be freely established. Such chapters may be expected to 
develop, with the growth of the institutions where they are founded, 
into chapters having the double function which for a long time to 
come will continue to be demanded and exercised even in the largest 
and most advanced of our universities. 

Against dual membership it may be urged : 

(i) That it is undemocratic. 

(2) That it is impracticable. 

(3) That it is uncalled for. 

The plea for complete democracy appeals strongly to many 
minds and it would deserve very serious consideration if the pro- 
posed division were an artificial or arbitrary one. It must be remem- 
bered, however, that with the growth of the society a new function 
has been gradually and almost unconsciously developed, which is 
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quite distinct from that which was definitely in mind in the earlier 
days. 

It is this new view, according to which Sigma Xi is a union of 
the productive workers in all of the sciences, rather than a mere 
senior honorary society which in certain chapters has already led to 
the complete abandonment of the undergraduate field. 

The two functions are not really incompatible but demand for 
the best simultaneous working some such scheme as the proposed 
dual membership. With it the society will have something to offer 
the ambitious undergraduate far more attractive and important 
than a senior honor of the usual type. 

When we recognize the dual functions of the society the dual 
membership seems natural and expedient and it may be justified 
without fear of encouraging even a tendency towards aristocracy 
or caste. 

Far from being impracticable I am convinced that the new 
scheme will vastly simplify the present situation which leads every- 
where to almost irreconcilable differences of opinion as to the inter- 
pretation of the qualifications for membership. Under the new plan 
instead of struggling to adapt the same definition to widely different 
cases we shall have two distinct standards, each easily applied. I 
deem the change, therefore, both workable and necessary. 

FOR WHAT DOES SIGMA XI STAND? 

By Olin H. Landreth 

The forthcoming convention of Sigma Xi and the opportunities 
it offers for full consideration of desirable amendments to the 
constitution, make it appropriate that in the framing of such 
amendments, the essential ideals for which the Society stands 
should be clearly recognized and correctly interpreted. In deter- 
mining just what are our ideals, the question is not simply ; — How 
is the present constitution to be construed and interpreted? nor 
even: — What did the original framers and founders contemplate 
as the character of the society? To insist that these questions form 
the limits of our consideration of proposed amendments, is to in- 
sist that the constitution is not subject to amendment but simply to 
interpretation ; or in other words, that the creation is superior to the 
creator. Like all constitutions of this character, ours is an instru- 
ment for the benefit of the Society and of the interests which the 
society fosters, and as such is subject to adjustment or modification 
of either moderate or radical extent, as the Society may determine. 



